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The Path Shift of Algorithm Regulation: Algorithm Audit
Based on Meta Regulation Theory

Yang Yongxing
(School of Law. Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: The accelerated evolution of algorithm technology calls for iterative upgrading of algo-
rithm regulation. The traditional algorithmic regulatory tools derived from agile governance theory
and scenario regulation theory, such as individual empowerment, algorithm transparency, and tech-
nology governance, not only cause conflicts between regulatory subjects and regulatory recipients, but
also struggle to cope with the regulatory challenges brought by generative artificial intelligence algo-
rithms. The algorithm audit based on meta regulatory theory, as a reflexive driving mechanism, can
effectively compensate for the shortcomings of traditional algorithm regulatory tools, eliminate con-
flicts of interest among stakeholders within the scope of algorithm regulation, and help enhance the
international influence of China’s algorithm governance paradigm. Therefore, algorithm auditing
guided by the theory of meta regulation should become the necessary shift in China's algorithm regula-
tion path in the future. Based on the reference to foreign legislative experience and combined with tra-
ditional auditing practices in the field of auditing, the standardized construction of algorithmic auditing
in China in the future should include auditing principles, auditing subjects, auditing methods, audi-
ting content, auditing effectiveness, and other aspects of algorithmic auditing.

Key words: algorithm; algorithm regulation; algorithm auditing; algorithm specifications
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